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We publish this morning the excellent and
able speech of Hon. Axprew J. Dowxusox,
delivered at the Moss Ratification Meeting in
this city on the 4th imstsnt. We ask for this
document a careful perosal. If it dows not pre-
sent an array of facts sufiicient to justify every
disinterested patriot in coming in to the sup-
port of the American party—with whatever
pérty he may have been heretofore identified
—we are at a loss to know what will. Read

it, every one.
7 We are requested to say that Jouw A,

McEwzx, E«q., will epeak to-vight io the Coart
House yard, on the American question.

Haxp Pressen.—We Lave an abundance of
“eigns” that our opponents are hard pressed
for canvassing material, especially in this, the
metropolis county. If any proof had been
wanting on this bead, it was nmply supplied by
the great disparity witnessed, in our favor,
between the display of American and Anti-
American forces and enthusiam bere on the
4th. But they must keep up appesrances,
somehow, to the best of their ability, until after
the Ides of August. Accordingly we are not
surprised to hear it intimated that an effort is
on foot to ascertain the names of all who have
joined the American party in this city, or per-
baps connty, and withdrawn, to be published,
for effect, abroad, in other parts of the State!
It is not expected that such a publication will
have auy influence here, because it is well
known that the psrcy has taken in a sufficient
pumber for each withdrawal to enable it to
trinmphantly withstand this snd every other
effort made for its overthrow. If such a pub-
Jication shall appear, our friends &t & distance
will know what value to sitach to it—jast none
st all, o far as sny indioation of & backward
movement or questionable resalt in Davidson
eounty may be supposed to be iovolved. It
will only serve aa ooe of many proofs that our

opponents are hard pressed Jor mpual
The charge of Abolitionism—The N. ¥. Tribune on
National Americanism.

In the face of the unsnswerable array of
facts which we have from time to time pre
sented to disprove the fulse charge that the
Amerioan party seeks to promote sectional
sgitation, the candidates and stunp speakers
of the Foreign party, continue to ring the
changes upon it. The fact is, since the
sdoption of the Philadelphis Platform our
opponents have no tenable ground of oppo-
sition, and are forced to re-hash exploded
objections that were never anything but empty
sound. "

The New York Tvibune tells its readers in a
long article what position the American party
ocoupies in its estimation. The Treune is an
Auti-slavery paper, above and beyondall things
else. To promote and foment sectional agita-
tion, and array the North aguinst the South, is
the great ultimatum of its labors. We extraet
as follows—note especially the last paragraph :

Dexign of the Doughfaces.

The doughfaces of Peunsylvania and New York

bavo always sold out the North whenever & question
between Slavery and Freedom has arisen, and we
judge they intend to do it 0, * » .
It is thas that the power of North in these two
States is to-day broken on the vital guestion of
Slavery Extension, The great Northern cities are
ready 1o sell out body and soul to save what they
falsely regard as an imperilod trade and llo-m:n::s
Snances. This inBuence has of late been gath
under the fecble wings of Huokerism, National
Whiggery, Unioo-Saving Silver-Grayism, untl it
was pesr having the brosth stamped out of i
miserable body by the trampling masses of the
interior in last year's eloctions. To suve iwselfl and
make isell folt mgain in natiopal politics it hes
gethered iwelfl up and gone over 10 the new pariy
of Know Nothings, Itis to be seen in the scan-
dalous econduct of the sutatives from New
York and Pennsylvania in the late Know Nothing
conclave at Pb phis-—nearly every rascal ol
them dlfnh‘ for tho extension of Slavery, New
+wtk and Penneylvania sold out the North on the
repenl of the Missouri Compromise. New York
and Penpsylvania agsin propose to sell out the
North on the coming guestion of the ratification of
that enormity. . e » . .

1t the Know Nothings are able to sell out the
Xorth on the Slavery question in the sext Congress,
or the one after the mext, or in the Presidential
election, they are sure to do it. This seems now to
be their particuler mission, and Penneylvania and
New York wre the localities where the transaction
18 1o be consummated.

It is in view of this but too palpable fact that the
determined ioes of Slavery aggreasion should begin

to conovrt oasures 10 thwarg this

The invetcrate and contomptible who
are leadiug the National Knew Nothings ought momt
sasgredly to be thwarted in their miseruble designs.

Alliea of the negro Oligurchy, they will strive o
sustain themaelves by lics and subtortuges. They
ought o be pursued by every kind of torch and
smoked out of all their holes and biding places. —
New York and Poausylvania ought to be saved from
their machinatious.

ford. i
T | end that the soices and hearts of grateful and pats-
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the vicinity of Nashville, on the ith inat
the ratification of the National /Platfe

the American Party, adopted / Vatio
Council at PMpﬁa. b’ »

here amsembled is the annivervary of odr Wationl
existence. Oun the 4th of July, 1776, our, forefathers
proclaimed to the world that the colonies of Great Brit-
ain were and ouglit 1o be free and independent; and
1 the dejsnice of this noble declaration they

their Bves, their fortunes and their sxered

The God of battles wis with them, and their strug-
gle was successful.  They tought the battle of ages,
snd the recollection of their merifices ires us
with feclings far more sucred than those m ani-
mated the great Napoleon when he told his warriors
in front of the Pyramids of Egypt that “forty cen-
taries” were lmﬁ’j:l a8 them. Yes, my country-
men, the intellec political, and expanding efful-
geuce of peventy-uine years of the '

3

t
| of utree people—the result of the revolutionary

‘attles of our Fathers—is an evemt far more glori-
ous than any which ever oceurred before depend.
h‘im the mere antions of men.

t is right thei efore that we should commemorate
this day—that everywhere in our
Union, the strrespangied banuer shotild be waving,

otic freeine n should commingle in exultation at the
ﬁhq dseds which gave freedom to this bemisphere

new bLirth to the cause of liberty shd civiliza-
tion the world.

‘We may proudly stand up on this day and rejoice
in our unparalelled prosperity,. We may also dwell
on our common obligations to our counsry and joiu
in supplication to the Great Being in the hollow of
whose hand is the destiny of that his pro-
tecting power may never desert us, and that he may
inspire us with an affection for the work of our
Fathers which will increase a8 long a8 time lasts.
Above sll, on this day, should we congratulate our-
selves that there exists in every quarter of the Re-

ublic & deep and abiding affection for that unbroken
nion to which we are mainly indebted for all our
blessings,

“The Union of hearts and the Union of hands,

A Union that time cannot sever,
The Union of lakes and the Union of lands,
The American Union forever.”

Fellow-Citizens, what day can be more appropri-
ate than this to insugurate & new association formed
with the view of fortifying the great principles pro-
claimed in the declaration of our national independ-
ence, This new association is called the American
Party, and it inscribes on its bannerj the maxims
and advice of Washington and those sages w
have succeeded him in the administration of the
Government.

Inthe days of Washington we were weak in num-
bers as a people, but we had the rich blood of a
vigorous patriotism in our veins. Our system of
government was then called an experiment. For-
cign nations Jooked upon us as destined soon to civ-
i! war and to divisions which would nake us aban-
don the idea of self-government. We have lived
down these anticipations.  lustead of remaining the
creature of such forebodings, we are now the mailed
warrior, exulting in his brawny strength, conseious
of the athletic vigor of his arms and the firmness o
his nerves. 'We are now a power equal to any in
the world, eapable ol defending our vast territory,
crowned with the laurels of conquest and exerting
a mighty influence on all the nations of the earth.
We were once but a dim beacon held up by a few
Puritans on the rock of Plymouth; but we are now
a great luminary enlightening other nations. The
banner that waves here before us is the ensign of
s Republic which fears no exterunl foe; and the
great guns that are thundering to-day from the long
line of our consts are proclaiming over the resound-
ing billows of the Atlantic and the Pacific as well as
here in the placid waters of the Cumberland, an in-
exorable interdict w every despotic invader of hu-
man rights, “‘thus far shalt thou come, but nn far-
ther.”

How like the birth and progress of the party
whose platdorm you are assembled to ratify on
this sacred day, is this outline of our country's pro-

gress since the landing of our Pilgrim Fathers—
those poor and persecuted heretics who s led
against the oppression of their Fatherland and the
more outrageous conduct of the Church of Rome in
the attaanpt to subject them to itsiron rule and take
trom them the privilege of reading the sacred serip-
tures and worshipping the God they served accord-
7.g to the dictates of conscience.

Feeble, rejected and despised, the authors of our
latforru weren few patriotic men who, like the
Saviour of mankind, had to be concealed inan hum-

blo shed. They had to make their teachings in se-
eret in order 1o escape the savage fury of those who
songht their destruction. But time soon ﬁ‘na them
strength and from a state of feebleness they have
bocome & Giant, able to face the stoutest foes, Yes,
my friends, the advocate of our platform though
pursued with the demoniac bate of the Pope and
his chief priests, though tracked like a wild beast
in the forest by the immigrants to this country, though
excommunicated, slandered, and wounded by Pres-
ident Picree and his corps of office-holders, has risen
like Anteos of old, strengthened by every blow he
has received, and gaining the coufidence of the
country just in proportion as the assaults of his en-
emies bave been proved to he unfounded, ungene-
rous and unmanly. Nor gbould the comparison be-
tween the progress of this platform and the infant
progress of our country be limited to their increase
n numbers. It may be extended with the same re-
gults to the intellectual and spiritual expansion which
has marked their bistory. When has Washio
Jeflerson, Madison, or Jackson placed before their
countrymen sentiments or opinions more in harmo-
ny with the spirit of national conservatism, than
those which are contained in the platform which is
new the subject of your consideration?

If the great Washington could rise from his sepul-
chre ou the banks of the Potomae and survey the
theatre of his great deeds—If he could look upon
his countrymen grown from three millions to thisty
millions with a domain mirrored in the two great
ocesns of the world at the rising and the setting of
the sun, would he mnot exclaim in tones of moie
than human joy:—

Yes, 1 was right when I told you my children
“that the unity of Government which constitutes you
one people, i & main pillarin the edifice of your
real independence; the support of your teanguility
at home; your peace abroad; of your safety; of

our prosperity; of that very liberty which you so

sighly prize.  But asit is easy 1o foresve, that from
difforent causes and from different quarters, much
paing will be taken, many artifices emploved, to
woaken in your minds the conviction of this truth;
as this is the point in your political fortress against
which the batteries of inwrnal and external enemies
will be most constantly and actively (though often
covertly andd insidiously) directed; itis of infinite
moment, that you should properly estimate the im-
mense value of vour natlonal union to your collect-
ive and individual happiness; that you should cher-
ish a cordial, habitual, and immovable attachment
to it; accustoming yourselves to think and to
of It ns & palladium of your political safety and peos-
perity; watching for its preservation with jealous
anxiety; discountenancing whatever may suggess
cven & suspicion that it can in any event be aban-
doned; and indignantly frowning upon the first
dawning of every attcmpt to alienate any of
our country from the rest, or to enfeeble the saered
ties which now link together the various parts.

For this you have every inducement of sympathy
and interest. Citizens by birth or choice, of a com-
mon country, thatcountry has a right to concen-
trate your sffections. The name of AmERICAN,
which belongs to you in your national capacity,
must always exait the just pride of ; more
than aoy appellation derived from local discrimina-
tions. With slight shades of diffcrence you have

the sume religion, manners, habits, and political prin-
ciple. You have, in a common cause, t, and

wnumphed together; the independence
iwpmm!.butmidjdm councils and
-

whole people, i sacred) uponall. The
vory idea of the power and the right of the people o
the duty of evory

Frirow-Ortizexs;— The day on which e ."J
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despotism, 's papersin
when he was President, are full
e same doctrine. | And who does not remem-
how It:‘:: i:;&ominble and iron-willed Jackson,
onr own patriot, thundered against seces-
| sion and nallifieation as Treason, and

| influence, even hh:hc form of a ‘money
power, imploring his countrymen to Americanize
their thoughts and habits, and defying even the sense
of C when he thonght it bad overstepped
the bonds of a safe conservatism on this subject.
Jackson, in his bank veto, speaking of the influence
of foreign : declares it to * be more for-
?idabbaud 0 tg.mtﬁcnﬂ-d{bﬂdm) -
oree o wmy.mu says) have

a with ey co !
of sound policy, and mym. of American
ecling, admonishes that it x be purely Ameri-
can,” f., my fcﬂow-citim.-"lﬁm went even
further than this. He mid that iff we must have a
Bank with private stockholders he would not only
forbid the subseription of foreigners for any portion
of the stock, but that he would prohibit the sale of
the stock “to aliens under penalty of absolule for-
Seiture.” Yes, fellow-citizens, I quote passa-
cs that would detain you here a whole day from
Chphtniat
i nfluence, ting a
unﬁf:ent drawn the%nd
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that it ought to be abandoned.
time here to-day to do more than advert to the ideas
developed by our sages and statesmen in the course
of our from a weak to a great and power-
ful mm my chief purpose in alluding to
them in this transitory manner, was to eall your at-
tention to the remarkable exactness with which the
authors of our American platform have traced out
and sentiments for our guide, in harmony

and most cherished of our statesmen,
Yes, fellow-citizens, though excommunieated by
the Pope of Rome, though outlawed by President
Fierce and his office-holders, though dencunced by
Andy Johnsou and his Jacob-ladder associates as
worse than a thief or a kidoapper, the friend of this
platform is as calm as a summer's morning, and is
rejoicing in robust national Lhealth and in uncorrupt-
e(j’rirtl.le. He boasts no heraldry of ancestra! peer-
age, kncws nothing of the pomp of tawdry display,
and is unacquainted with the luxury of weslth and |
leisure. But he knows how to go into battle wich-
out fainting. He knows how to look out on this
glorious land and on the Heaven that is above it,

i

and to face the demagogue without shrinking from
a contest with him. He knows how to look at the
face of the abolitionist and the nullifier and to hurl |
at them the indignant defiannce of Washington and |
Jackson. He has raised his thoughts to the magni-
tude and power and destiny of this great confedera-
cy, and he will never surrender his post as the de-
fender of the Constitution, as long as the Father of

Waters pays tribute to the ocean, or the rising and
setting sun shall bring 1o us the annual recurrence
of this sacred day. .
Fellow-citizens, it may seem somewhat out of
place to recur as I have done, to the political differ-
ences which separate us from portions of our coun-
trymen. It is pometimes said that the frater.al
spirit which convenes the American people on the
occasion of the 4th of July, ought not to be inter
rupted by thoughts that take their hue from party
asperity rather than national joy at our existence s
afree people. I subscribe to the sentiment in re-
gard to the minor questions of politics, but there are
subjeets which interweave themselves so closely with
the conditions of our liberty and with the preserva-
tion of our blessings as an independent nation that
it is impossible to discard them, when we look back
to the revolution which separated us from the moth-
er country, or when we 0ok forward to the destiny
which awaits us if we continue united as & people,
Among these is, beyond all question, the oath of
fealty subscribed by every citizen o the Constitu-
tion and laws of the land. Awnd it is here that the
noble platform under your consideration displays
those claims to the coufidence and support of the
country which justify me in regarding it as a con-
tribution to the cause of liberty well worthy of be-
ing laid on the common altar of our patriotism on
this holy day. We all feel, we all see that there is
a tendency in the times to blind us to the import
of our constitutional obligations, and to shut out
from our view the calamuties which would follow
the disruption of our ties as one people. We have
amongst us the elements of European agrarianism
and radicalism—we have the corruptions of the
Romish Church, aiming to introduce in our midst
the preposterous idea that all who do not subscribe
to the infallibility of the Pope are heretica. We
bave also the ¢ of ambitious men, brought
prominently into light by the treachery and imbecil-
ity of the rrcsenl administration, which is increas-
ing with fearful rapidity, and which under various
pretences is assailing the unity of the Goverument
which we received from Waslington. The combi-
natiofof all these influences, let apologetic partisans
say what they may, gives an alarin to the public
mind which must be quicted, and the American
party is the only party that can guiet it.
You all remember with what pertinacity South
Carolina under the lead of & highly gifted and pop-
ular citizen, clasimed the right to nullify a law of the
United States, because she ohjected to some of its
rovisions. This chivalrons State, distinguished for
ts sorvice in our Revolutionary war, and still dis-
tinguished for the talent of its citizens, under the
impulse of passion forgot berself so far as to
shead of the famous Hartford Convention, in I.E:
assertion of a doetrine that makes our Union a mere
rope of sand. The right of a State to leave the
Union for any cause that she may without
regard 1o the constitutional rights of the other States,
was openly maintained, and with such plausibility
as to enlist in its support & large party which is
even yel strong enough in some quarters of the
country to maintain the lead in the Governments of
the States. This nullifying party, instead of being
rebuked by President Pierce, who obtained his
office by pledges of opposition to the Erelcﬂdom
such a party, is now virtually at the head of the
Federal administration. The man who fills the
place oceupied by Washington, Jefferson, Madison,.
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retaliatory measures, and we mAY s00n expect to
hear the same cry put ap by Andy Johnson and his
followers In Tennessee.
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do not
interests are working for the
all in their power to pro-
# so much to fear. What
o the Dckon.” Whee
i e Union. at
Mr. Chemn‘do, unless they can
preach a higber law than the Con-
slavery is a great moral and social
extremes, travelling always
e 3t s thus that, Mr. Fietes
Itis t Mr.
his eabinet, uniting to him as were
mtﬂiﬂ,!ﬁ abolitionist to act for him at
North, and Mr. Davis, the nullifier, to act for him
st the South—each deceiving his section, and each
guilty of the very enormity which he pretends 1o
deprecate, and aguinst which he invokes the shicld
of secession and a new confederacy.

In view of such facts as these, fellow-citizens, the
platform of the American party comes to vou with
the olive branch of peace and reason. It tells you
to rely nolonger ou either the whig or the democratic
parties, as now organized, to avert the dangers
brought on us by such men as Pierce, Douglas and
Seward, or by Jeff. Davis, Cheves and Soule; but
ghu:k to the early doctrines of the Fathers of the

public, and put none at the rudder of our ghip of
State but those who know how to be firm amidst
the surging breakers of the sea shore, and can see
the position of the Scylla and Charybdis which |
threaten our safety. This platform tells you to re- '
member the sayi of Washingtoa and Jackson
about the Union and the Constitution, and to be-
ware of those foreign emissarics who are forever
ready to insinuate their counsels when there is a
question before us of a vital character. It aleo tells
you to look to the Catholics, who are organized as &
band under the lead of Bishops and Pricsts, and
who are tempted to play here the same game they
do in Europe. It tells you this, not for the purpose
of progcribing them, or interfering with their re
ligious ereed, but of seeing that that creed is con-
formed to their duty as American citizens, owing
alleginnee to the United States, and not the Pope of
Rome as a temporal sovereign.

President Pierce and his Siamese allies, the abo-
litionists &nd the nullifiers, are making a great
noise about the position of the American Party in
regard to the Roman Catholics. They affi-ct not to |
know that great disturbunces have been produced
in several of the States of this Union, by the claim
of the Bishops of that Church to place the church |
property on the same footing that it is held in Spain
and other countries in Europe. They affect not to
know that the Pope claims to be the Vieegerent of
Christ, and demands an allegiance from his follow<
ers higher than that which is due to our Constitu:
tion and laws. They affect not to know that the
Pope claims the right to excommunicate princes
and potentates, and that he denounces all protes-
tants as heretics, and interdicts the reading of the
scriptures to all but the priests. Now, let me ask
youif there can be any wrong in refusing to put in
office any follower of the Pope who acquiesces in
these enormous pretensions, aud if there is not a
wide distinction between the object of the Ameri-
ean party in this respeet, and the interference with
the constitutional right of the Catholic to worship
God secording to the dictates of his conscience.
Suppose that & Mormon should come amongst you
with his religious poligamy and other enormities,
would the ery be raised that we had no right to dis-
turb him, beeause his poligamy wasa part of his
religion, or of his way of worshiping God. Or
suppose a Hindoo should settle amongst us, would
we be obliged to tolerate his sacrifice of human
beings, because this iss part of his religion? |

I am no religious inquisitor or persceutor, but 1
am not afraid to avow my determination sever by
my vote o give power or authority to those who
bold doetrines or maintain practices inconsistent
with the security of our Constitution, and plainly at
variance with the morality taught us by the Holy
Seriptures. Doubtless there are good christians
among the Catholies and foreigners as capable as |
we are of appreciating the vadue of our institutions, |
When New Orleans was invaded by the British dur-
ing our last war with that Government, old Father
Antoine contributed powerfully to the defence of
the Crescent City, by bringing to the aid of General
Jackson the moral support of the communicants of
his chureh, Thig Cathelic Bishop was an honor to
any ecountry, and will be remembered with gratitude
by the people of New Orleans as long s charity and
good works are regarded as the jewels of cliristian-
ty. So, also, we may cite instances of talent, pad
triotizm, and noble service exhibited by the natural-
ized citizen on the fields of our efforts to improve
and extend the blessings of our Republican system,
It is not the intention of our orgauization to exclude
such men: and if the language employed in our
Platform exposes us to misconstruction in this re-
spect, we say to you, fellow-citizens, be patient, and
to remember that perfection is not to be attained
by the first efforts of the individunl, or of the asso-
ciation of individuals aiming to act for the highest
good of the country. Our mssociation has been
formed in th- presence of great dangers, imminent
and threater.ug to our national safety.  The present
administration of the Federal Government, relying
on the cohesion of public plunder, has shocked the
sensibilitics of the country by the low appeals it has
made to the Foreign and Catholic inflnence : and it
is less against that influence than against the power
which secks to monopolise it for the vile uses of of-
fice that the American Party bas taken its stand,
We make no waron religious faith, nor on the spiri
which honors amd cherishes the citizenship which
we acquire from abroad, when it is controlled by a
just sense of our instistutions,

Fellow Citizens, let us turn our attention for a
moment to the Amerlean Party in its probable in-
fluence on the slavery question. If we can prove
that this party is the only one that can settle this
question to the satisfaction of both the sections of
our Union, then we shall have accomplished all that
is necessary to rally the great body of the Amoi
can People to the support of our principles. What
is the condition of the Democratic party as now re-
presented by the present administration and its
friends? Is it not notoriously unable to carry a sin-
gle Northern State? This is not because the Dem-
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" ocratic party is really weaker than it wasin the daya

of Jackson, but that the leaders have betoayed it
Mr. Pierce was elected by a juggle of the nullifiers
and aboli i, and his adininistration can produce
no good fruit He came into power professing to
entertain the views which Gen. Jackson did of the
ultraisms of the day. He has done nothing but
ngthen an Influence deadly hostile to the position |
which that old Hero maintcined with so much glory
and honor on the of Secession and Nullifica-
It is, therefore, idle w0 suppose that the peo-
support of such
under the
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Cushing was in his abelition. Can it be supposed
ki by WA aor etk visine o rosgecs |
ac in 1
hmmﬁn”d?h’ndwﬂ Government &E‘
Siates, can ever be brought to support a w
success will be, in the dwmm!
mm;i“ln:aﬂ ivt:nmmeufpol-;
war appointment Soule, Gadsden |
and s -lﬁtﬂ‘.-hnfmhmnls‘bﬂ~[
inson Bronson, are the necessary results of such
Demoeracy. It M&rn.lhllhklu’
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the
sbsurdity,

were no sdvance would be made |
hadhm. Nullification can
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sistency honor, beeanse it takes loave of former
ﬁm?‘““ml

0- Wines, that T level my remarks. [ make no war up-

Jull;" and to substitute in its place the one which

= : -
out the sacred fire —--- presented an abolition petition. Dec. 21, 1885, this  On Dee. } . Slade beuit
: nﬂi&r,ndlhom;.mmmupon came up and was laid on the table, 140 t0 76, Pierce ted the uo:inl:.“"r ke :
m&uqmudmm sick and tired, as I doubt ;:gns yes, Adams, Cushing, J “Bﬂ'mmﬂc:.‘::'muhudhw“m
are, Al unnecessary war upoo ng no. M > e ports Distriet of Columb other parts
hpmmdwmdlhe‘m. They must Dec. 23, 1835, a similar petition'was Iaid on the | of the United Stutes, and under u.i:mmom..
be satisfied by this time, thas can be gained | table, 144 to 67. Fierce yes, Adams and Cushing laws thereof, a trade in humen beings, whereby
by adhering to the standard of the ini no. _ thousands of them are annually sold snd transported
tration, which bas assailed all political morality in |  Jan. 8, 1835, Mr. Jarvis, of Maive, moved (in - from sid District to distant parts of the country, in

the attempt to rally to its support men of all creeds
by the cphesion of public plunder.

It is not against the nullifier, or even the aboli-
tionist, mach as I disapprove of their peculiar

§

on my countrymen for the avowal of opinions when
they are honestly entertained. I believe with Mr.
Jeflerson that error of opinion may be safely toler-
ated when truth is free to combat it. But itf
only against the hypoerisy which, professin

racy, ag!:id hurrahing for Washington and glcksnn,
takes power from a patriotic and right-minded peo-
ple, and then perverts that power to strengthen sec-
tional prejudices, and give prominence and vigor to
the authors of isms condemned by the masses of our
countrymen. If nullification or abelition desire to
test their popularity let them place their candidate
honestly before the people for their suffrages. But
save us from the shame and disgrace of ever putting
in office agnin the man who speaks to us with a fork-
ed tongue, and acts with a treachery scandalous to
the honor of all parties. If Pierce had told us that
his patronage would have been employed in concilia-
ting the erratic and dangerons heresies of the men
who have been preaching disunion, [ believe that

i

he would not have obtained a solitary State in the
Union. I believe if he had told us that he would

ize such men as Davis, Cushing, Soule, and
Marcy, as the interpreters of the creed of the old
Washington and Jackson Democracy, that he would
not have obtained a single electoral vote in the
United States. Mr. Calhoun would have scorned
to acknowledge a leadership that acquired power
stealthily and hypocritically. Hence, I say that the
nuilifier, the true and consistent nullifier, may
come and act with us in turning out the present ad-
ministration, and aim to establish one that will bring
back the Government to its primitive simplicity, and
respect once more the constitutional compacts of
our Union,

Fellow-citizens, I have not taken my position as a
member of the American party without deep reflec-
tion. I know the bitterness with which a numerous
party press can and will assail me ; but I should be
unworthy of the relation which I bave sustsined
towards Gen'l Jackson, if I permitted any such con-
sideratious to deter me from the performance of a
gncred duty to my country. That patriot and states-
man bequeathed me as a token of his confidence
and affection the sword presented to him by the
Stute of Tennessee, and with the help of God it
shall he held as the emblem of my devotion to the
Counstitution and the Unfon, From the time that I
raised my voice against the schemes of the Nuxh-
ville Southern Copvention the disunionists North
and South, have continued to throw their missiles
at me, but thev full harmless at my feet. 1 stand
seeure and strong in the example set me by the
greatest namesin our Republie, but still stronger in
the consciousness that | am in the right.

When 1 was about to set out as a Delegate to the
Convention which nominated Mr. Polk, the great
question then before the conntry was the annexation
of Texas. The Democratic organization by a large
majority bad fixed upon Mr. Van Buren as the nomi-
nee, but very unexpectedly his Texas letter appear-
¢t and bronght confusion into the ranks of the par-
ty. Teonsulted Gen. Juckson as tothe course the
best to be pursued in case Mr. Van Baren adhered
to the views he had expressed on that question
The old patriot with a light almost supernatural
geaming through his spectacles, took me by the

hand and snid *We must have Texas. I prefer
Mr. Van Duren above all others as far as personal
foelings are concerned, and [ know he is worthy

of all confldence as a friend of the leading doctrines
and principles of our party. But we must have
Texas. The good of the country demands it and
there is no time to be lost. Remember your coun-
try first, when you are charged with a public trust.
The good of the country is above all party. I we

cannot get Texas with Mr. Van Buren's aid we
must obtain it without his aid” It scems tome Fol
low-citizens that the light from those spectacles is
still shining upon me, and that the voice which was
then o0 eloquent in advising me o look above party
when the good of the couutry was at stake, would
say to me after reading the platform of our associn-
tion, that it iz good and safe. It seems= to me
that voice would be raised to the highest pitch, and
proclaim to the American people that it was time to
leave & party which bad ftorgotten the counsels of
Washington, and was negouating with sectionalists
for the epoils of office—which under the name of
Democracy, had given the reins of Government o
men whose chief merit was that of subserviency to
the spirit of oppesition to the coustitution and
Union of their country.

But not a word has been said to the ladies who
have honored us with their presence, although we
are excommunicated by the Pope, President Pierce,
and Audy Johnson. 1 thank yvou, ladies, from the
bottom of my heart that you ave® here. You are
the descendants of the mothers who nursed and
cheered on the barefooted heroes of the revolution,
and braved the terrors of this valley of the Cumber
land, when the hardy pioneers first sottled it.  You
are the children or the grandchildren of those
mothers, who with the faith of Abraham, made
sacrifices on the altar of ther country. We are
proud of you. Sam’s boys will always honor and
protect you. They remember that man always
wears upon his brow the stamp which the mother
impresses upon the soul of her child. Sam's bove
are willing o erase the inscription against the fair
sex that it was through their agency “man fivat

mukes them *“‘the madonna of political redemption
and regeneration” The American party, ladies,
will vield 1o none in homage to you.

Gentlemen, I will append to the remarks here
made, when published, n correspondence betwoen
‘Mr. Pierce and myself, which ia necessary to show
you what truth there is in the charge that] am a
disappointed office seeker, 1 recommended to office,
before the formation of the Pierce Cabinet, some
men who were fithful to the doctrine maintained in |
thisspeech, and on that condition alone. 1 have
never sought an office, not even from Gen, Jackson,
Mr. Van Buren, or Mr. Polk. | have declined the
tender of high offices from all these Presidents. |
would have regarded myselfl asa beggar, indoed,
could any consideration have induced me to accept
one from Picrce after the formation of his Cabinet.
The offices which I have held were forced upon me
by high public considerations,- without my applica.
tion, and I have the satsfaction of holding testi- |
moaiale, which all honest men will respect, that the |
duties imposed upon me were discharged satisfac-
torily ta the country,

1 will also append an abstract prepared by a citi-
een of Massachusetts of Mr, Cushing's course on the |
abohtion question, seeing that his anti-slavery Whig- |
ism is denied o some quarters. The public will
see {rom that abstract how true is my remark that
Mr. Piercein that appointment, as in others, North
and South, was untrue to the Democracy of the old
times.

)

80, 1881.

(Extract from Mr. Pierce.
et CONCORD, Ia‘v
My Dear Sir: I rejoice that the aduf organ
of our party is now under your control, and regard
the change &8 most auspicious at this juncture.
There is a great battle before us—a battle for the
Union—a battle for the ascendancy of the principles,
the maintenance of which so nobly signalized the ad
ministration of Gen. Jackson. The tone, vigor, and
statesman like p‘lg which you have brought to
the columns of the Union are not-merely important,
they are absolutely indispensable in this crisis
With great yoar
Frieod Sory
(Signed) FRANK PIERCE.
Trrrr Grove, December 30, 1852,
Dear Sir:—My son-in-law, Col. Wilcox, of Mis-
siwsippi, informs me that his name will be presented
to you to fill & mission of the first grade to one of
the Courts at which the Spanish langdage Is spo-
ken. I could not venture the expression of the
ratification his nomination will afford me, did I oot
el certsin that it would medt the approbation of
the sound 1 of the Democracy, and bave a
salutary influence as an evidence of the sympathy
of your administration with those men who riskad
something for the country when powerful com-
binations, under the garb of Sute were

busy s sow the sceds of disunion and civil
wan  Col Wilcox in his State took the course
which you did in yours, and thus saved his
party from the ascendancy of an ultraism which
would have been a8 fatal w it ns the Hartford Cou-

vuthnhnh;nh&pl‘uhdi-dhwolwll-
L obedient servant,
e, o . DONELSOS.
To Ma. Pigsce, President clect of the U. States.

““Dec. 16, 1885, Mr. Paiebeld, of Maine, prosest-
nwu:'-m" -‘hu- n:-:b.mo
31; Pierce Casking
ummm-mmmun

substance) that “this house ought not to entertain ab-
It was moved to lay this on the

Adnms and Cushing
voted yes,

Jan. 15, 1836, a motion to lay the above on the
table failed again. 58 to 156, Adams, Cwshing
and Hoar, voting ves, F. Pierce no.

Jan. 25. Motion to lay the question of receivin
an abolition petiton on the

olition petitions.”
table. Not curried, 86 to 123.

F. Pierce yes, Adams, Cushing, &e., no. the subjeet
Speech of . Cushing on the Right of Petiti
P:;A{a!iﬁon of Egaur{vnnﬁh%au 1;?&,?’ o e

the District of Columbia’ January 25, 1838,
We have been told that the prayer of the peti-

" tioners is for a thing which the Constitution does
not permit to Congress, and so the petition itself
should not be received.
pears that we have no right, by the Constittion, to
legislate upon the subject matter of the petition? It ]
may be so, and it may not. One member of the
House has earnestly averred that it is, another that |
it isnot. Which of them is

g remedy for the
table, passed 14310 44|  Reawived, Th

I ask the Houwse how it ap- of

I confess, for |

myself, that I cannot think it becomes the House to |

decide cither way, upon the mers ipse
dividual members. Besides, the the petition calls

dizit of in- | far_but

|

vessels belonging to citizens of the United States,
and whereas such tiade involves an outrsgeous viola-
tion of human rights, is a disgrace to the country by
whose laws it is suncticoed, and eails for immediato
mterposition of ive authority for its suppres-
sion; therefore tothe end that all ebstacles to the
consideration of this subject way be removed, and a
evil speedily provided,

at so much of the resclution of
of slavery, passed by this Howse on the
2th of the present month, as relstes to

Lot the ‘removal of slaves from State to State, and
probibits the action of this House on ‘every petition,

memorial, reselution, propesition or touching’
t\he same, be and hereby Emmm'nded?w o
Objections bein. made, Mr. 8, moved a i
the rules, and Adams and Cushing nm
voted for a suspension unsuecessfully,
Mr. Calhoun of Kentucky, itroduces a resolution

the same day, to make it wnlawtal to aid fugitive
slaves to escape, and on a suapension of the to
receive this Messsra. Adams and Cushing woted
no, while, strange to say, Giddings could not g0 %0
voted yes.

On Monday, January 7th, 1859, Mr. Cushing pre-

in question uot ouly slavery, but also the commerce | santed the petition of Peter Sanborn and others, of

n alaves, And will any gentleman affirm that the | Reading,
slave trade of the District is among those holy things ' House to

which Congress may not constitutionally handle?

in the State of Masachusetts, praying the
reseind the resolution of the 12th of Dec-
ember last, and moved that said memorial, together

Is this District set a part by the Constitution, under | with the resolves of the State of Massachusetts on

whatever changes of opinion or fact the p
civilization may introduce, to be unc

ss of | the right of petition
ably and ' House on the
forever a general slave market for the rest of the | on by the H

and debate, presented to the
28th of May last, and not finally acted
ouse, be referred to the committes of

Union? I confess, that I, again, am disappointed in | the whole on the state of the Union, with instruc-

that. Among all the confident things said in denial | tions to consider the expedie

in this mat- | lowing
remember, any | the three first of which state in substance thas the
systematic argument on the perfectly distinct branch- | right of petition and debate is a ri
es of the donble constitutional guestion mvoivedl the Constitution, and that Congress has

of the constitutional powers of Con
ter, there has not been, 5o far as

| ney of adopting the fol-
g resolutions, viz. Then foilow tour resolutions,

ght guaranteed by
no right to

in it, namely—the slave property aud the slave traf- | imit it, and the fourth and last resoiution is ss fol-

fic in this Distriet. Awd what shall be said of owr
conatitutional power in the purchased territories un-

der the the jurisdiction of the United States, [1s not | resolution of the House
this the Wilmot Proviso?] to which some of these | on the 12th day of December last,
petitions apply?  And what clause in the Constitu- | that "
tion reftricts the right of petition to constitutional | tion or paper,” of & presciibed class, *

thing<* This house cannot grant beyond its pow-

lows:

Resolved, therefore, That all that part of & certain
of Representatives adopted
) which provides
" every petition, memorial, resolution, proposi-

* shall, on the

presentation thereof, without any further asction

ers; these are limited by the Constitation; but the | thereon, be laid on the table without being debated,
people may petition for anything; for the right of printed or referred,” is a violstion of the rights of

petition is, by the Constitution, secured for ever
against any and every limitation or restriction.
- - - - - - - -

Men of Virginia, countrymen of WuhinTIon, of
Patrick Henry, of Jefferson, of Madison, will ye be
true to vour constitutional fith? Men of New York,
will ye ride over the principles of Demoeraey ye pro-
fess? Men of the West, can ye prove recreant to
the spirit of sturdy independence which carried
you beyond the mountiius® Men of New England,
I hold you to the doctrines of liberty which ye in-
herit from your Puritan forefsthers. And if thie
Houre is to be scared by whatever influence, from its
duty to receive and hear the petitiona of itx people,
THEN | SHALL SEND MY VOICE BEVOXD THE WALLS oF
ruis Caprror ¥OR REpREsSS. To the people I say,
your libertics are in danger; they whom you have
chosen to be your representatives are untrue to their
trust! Come ye to the rescue!  for the vindieation
of your right of petition, to you I appeal; to you the
people who sent us here, whose agents we are, and
to whom we sball return to render a reckoning of
our stewardship, and who are the true and only sove-
reigns in this republic,

On Feb. Sth, 1838, the question arising to refer
all potitions, &c., (o & select committee, Mr. Cushing
voted yes.

Immediately after, the second part of the reso-
lution coming up as follows—"with instructions to
report thut Congress possesses no  constitutionalan-
thoricy to interfere in any way with the institution of
slavery innny one of the States of this confederacy”
—Mr. Cushing had stepped out, and his nume is not
found recorded.

On the third branch—"And that in the opinion
of this House, Congress ought not to interfere in
any way with slavery in the district of Columbia”—
Mr. Cushing reappears with Adams, Juckson and
Phillips, voting nu to the above,

And on the fourth branch—*Because it would he
a violation of the public faith, unwise, impolitic and
dangerous to the Union"—Mr. Cushing vored agwinst
its adoption, with his brother Abolitionists, Adams,
Jackson and Phillipg—while upon the whole of the
ahove F. Peiree is found in the affirmative.

May 24, 1836, on the follgwing: — Resolved, That
Congress ought not to interfere in any way with sla-
very in the District of Columbia—Franklin Plerce
voted yes, Cushing, Jackson, Phillips, &c., no; and
upon the resolve to lay all petitions, &-., onthe ta-
ble without further nction, Franklin Pieree voted
yes, Cushing and friends no,

Monday, Dec. 26, 1538, Mr. Adama presented a
petition  for the abolition of slavery and the slave
trade in the District of Columbia, which was laid on
the table, 118 to 38. Franklin Plerce in the affir-
mative; Adams, Cushing, Jackson in the pegntive.

Junuary 9, 1537, Mr. Adwmns presented another
similar petition, which was tabled, 150 to 50. Pierce
voled yes; Cushing, Adams and Phillips no.

Jan. 18, 1837, Mr. Hawes moved that “all Abo-
lition petitions, &e,, be laid on the table without be-
ing printed or referted, aud that no further action
be had thereon,” apon which Franklin Pierce voted
yes; Cushing, Adams, Phillips, voted ne. 1260
69. Passed.

On Saturday, Feb. 11, 1837, the House voted 160
to 85 sgainst receiving a petition from slaves, as it
would be “‘disregarding its own dignity, the rights of
a large class of citizens of the Seuth and West, and
the Constitution of the United Staten.” Upon this
last quoted Franklin Pierce voted aye, Cushing, Ad-
ams Jackson and Phillips voted uo.

Tuesday, Dec, 12, 2537, Me. Adams present s
petition for the abolition of slavery in the District of
Columbia, Laid on the table, 135 t0 70. Adams,
Cushing, Phillipa voted no.

Thursdny, Dec. 21, 1833, Mr. Patton having
moved in substance that all abolition petitions should
be luid on the table without further notics, Cushing,
aud Phillips voted no,

On the 11th day of December, 15858, Charles G.
Atherton, of New Hampshire, introdoced a series
of resolutions into the House of Representatives, to
the reception of which Caleb Cushing objected, but
which were admitted under a suspension of the rules
in spite of his objection, and among which were the

the States, whose officinl communications of said
class it excludes from due and proper consideration:
a violation of the right of petition inherent n the
people of the United States, which it cancels and
abridges, and a violation of the privilege of speech
and of debate, rightfully appertaiming to the mem-
bers of this House, which it foreeloses and abolishes;
and therefore that so0 much of the resolution be
and the same is herehy declared unconstitutional
and merely void, and of oull eficet. [Mr. Cushing
wished to dv:b.l!r].

Dee. 80, 1839, Mr. Wiwe's Resolution (Ather-
ton's) being before the House, Mr Cashing voted
against suspending the Rules to receive it

Dec. 31, on Mr. Cole’s (the same purport) M-
Cushing voted no, as also on Mr. Wise's asecond
time,

Jan. 14, 1840, Mr. Thompeon of 8. C., offering
the same, Mr. Cushing voted the nagative.

Jan. 28, 1840, Mr. Adams offered a resolation
which was amended on motion of Mr. Johnson of
Maryland, by striking ont all after the word resolv-
ed, and inserting a resolve aguinst entertaining ab-
olition petitions ** in any way whatever,™ Oun thislat-
ter resolve Adams, Cwsling, and Gididings voted ne

Dec. 23, 1840, Mr. Jumies of Pennsylvania pre-
sented an abolition petition, und moved suspension
of the Rulea that it might be received, Mr. W.
Cost Johuson moved to lay this on the table Cpon

this Adams, Cushing and Giddings voted no.

dune 7, 1841, Mr. Adams olfered an amendment
to a resolution of Mr. Wise, which was to strike
out 21st rule, [Mr. Atherton’s in substanee] upon
which the vote was 112 yes, to Iiki no, Messrs,
Adams, Cushing, Giddings, in the afirmstive. June
1y, 1841, upon a motion to reconsider the above,
Messra, Adams, Cuehing and Giddings voted no.

On June 14, 1841, on a motion to reconsider, the
vote was 106 ayes to 104 oavs, Adans, Cushing and
Giddings, in the vegative. June 15, 1841, the ques-
tion recurring, Mr. Cushing made a speech against
the previous question, and in favor of Mr. Adams,
and on the vote spon Mr. Adams’s smendment of
June 7 n being taken, it was rejected, 106 to
1100, m:nc, g'uduny sad Giddings in the afirma-
uve.

Dee. 14, 1841, Mr Adams presented an abolition
petition, which he moved to vefer toa  select com-
mittee. On motion o lay thison the table, Adams,
Cuahing and Giddings voted no.

Ou Tuesday, Jan. 4, 1842, Mr. Adams motion of
Dec. 14, 1541, coming up, was lnid on the table, 115
to84. Adams, Cushing and Giddings in the negn-
tive. Some twenty oer petitions arising were
laid on the table by different votes, Admms, Cwad-
g and Giddings always in the negative,

Jan. 18, 1842, Mr. Henry presented an sbolition
petition, which was lnid on the table, 93 1075, Ad-
s, Cushing and Giddings in the pegative.

Dec 8, 1842, Mr. Adams moved to rescind the
21st rule. Upon laying this on the tabie, Messrs.
Adams, Cushing and Giddings voted no.

Dee. 8, 1842, Mr. Adams's motion of Dec. 8, com-
ing up, on motion to lay it on the table, Adams
Cushing and Giddings voted no.

Dec. 12, 1842, the motion to lay Mr. Adams’s
motion of Dec. 8, 1842, on the table again recur-
ring, it was earried, 106 to 102, Adams, Cushing
snd Giddings, again in the negutive.

It will be fonud on  referrring to the Baltimore
Platform, that thia is directly opposed to the fourth
and fifth resclutions of that Convention.

But it may besaid, Mr. Cushing has changed his
opinions sines than. How do we know?® The lat-
est recorded opinions, which I have beenable to ob-
tain, of Mr. Cushing's, are such as have been quoted
Just now, and where is the proof that be has chang-
ed? Mr. Cushing remained comparatively gquict
afler the administration of Mre Tyler, till, in 1847,
owmg 10 his warm adeption of the policy
of the Mexican war, the Democrstic Conven-
tion of Massachusetts nominated him for Governor,
It oceasioned & geat deal of dissatisfuction at the
time. How well the party liked it, and how well
they sapported him, may be found in the fact, that
out of 54,298 votes, which the Demoerats of Massa-
chusetts threw in 1844, Geo. Baneroft, for Govenor,
Mr. Cushing receivedat his first trial—in 1847—but

following :

2. Resolved, That petitions for the abolifion of! 39,898, and, upon further reflection, bus 28,685

slavery in the District of Columbia and in the Ter-
ritaries of the United States, and against the removal

voters were induced to support him and his further
nomination became impossible, save at the certain

of slaves from one State to another, are a part 0{.' risk of the utter disorganization of the party. The

plan of operatious set on foot to affect the institution
of glavery in the several States, and thus indirectly
to destroy that institution within their limita

8. Resolved, That Congress fas no right to do
that indirectly which it cannot do directly ; and that
the aﬁi.u!,iuu of the subject of slavery in the District
of Columbia, or the Territories, as a means, and with

the view, of disturbing or overthrowing that institu-
tion in the several States, is against the troe spirit
and meaning of the Coustitution, an infri nt of

the rights of the Siates affected, and a breach of the
public faith upon which they entered into the con-

federacy.

5. Resolved, therefore, That all attempts on the
part of C a8 to abolish Slavery in the District o

Colurmabin or the Territories, or to prchibit the re-
moval of slaves from State to State, or to diserim-
inate between the instiluiions of one portion of the
confederacy and another, with the views aforesaid,
are in violation of the Constitution, destructive of the
fundamental principle ou which the Union of these
Btates pests, and beyoud the jurisdiction of Cou-
gress ; and that every penlion.uuwhl.m
prupm'timotpaper.wo&hl‘u relating g
or to any extent whatever, to slavory as aforessid,
or the abolition thereof, shall, on the presentation
thereof, without any farther action thereon, be laid
upon the table, without being debated,
referred.

These resclutions introduced by Mr. Atherton, of
New Hampabire, in whose recent elcction as Seus-
tor, Gen Plerce interested himaelf 8o actively, were

ived by a of the rules in the of
Whﬁm and upon esch and
.uryuud'lL-.hhM . Cu) b formd re-

corded in the negative, with Adsms, Giddings and
other

On Fridsy, Dec. 21, 1878, Mr. Cushing moved
¥s . w
smend the as follows

a peth-

Democrats of Massachusetis know Caled Cuashing
too well to place any confidence in him. It was
with this brasd upon him that he entered Genersl
Pierce's Cabivet.

Aund now he i attempting to regulate the futare
course of the Democratic party. In 1841 he
was in the full tide of success. The Whige bad
achieved & victory, and he was the offcial spokes-
man. Assuch, in his speech of August 23, 1841,
he defines his ideas of a party:

“It was upon the broad and grest platform of op-
position to the administration, and of concili«on

tucky, . Marshall ) or
> r. Adum)
the first
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and Crshing no.
M'rkhy. Dee. 18, 1838, Mr. Jackson, of Mas.
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